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The high PROBABILITY; that the preſent. 
APPEARANCES in New-England, 
and the Weſt of Scotland, are a PRELUDE 

of the Glorious Things promiſed to the 
CHURCH in the latter Ages. et. 


Mat: xvi. 3. O ye Hypocrites, ye can diſcern the Face of 
. the Sky, but _ ye not diſcern the Signs of the Times? 
Luke xx1. 3 1. S hkewiſe ye, when ye ſee theſe T hings 
| om paſs, know qc rhat the Kingdom of God is negh 
John i. 46. And Nathanael ſaid unto him, Can there any 
ood T hing come out of Nazareth? Philip /asth unto 
him; Come and ſee. 
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FE #5 not the principal Deſign. f the following Sheets 2 


and other Places. The Arguments adduced by the Reue 5 
rend My, Webſter in its Favours are ſo ſtrong and diſti net, 


that nothing more needs be added on that Sulectm. 
bat 1 chiefly aim at is, to point out the proper Uſe 


which Chriſtians ought to make of this ſo extraordinary a 


Diſpen/ation, by laying before them the high Probabilit 
that the T hings A hive on and. Foe are a Dretuds 
of greater. T hings yer to come. I hope none will imagine 
I takes _ v to know the Times and Seaſons, which the 
Father has put in his own Hand. Only it ſeems to 718 
pretty evident, and my Reaſons for that Opinion are fair. 
ty — in the firſt Section, that there are certain Signs 


in Scripture from which we may diſcern the approaching. 


Accompliſhment of the Prophecies there contained. 
# what I have ſail ſtir up CO zo Thankfulneſs 
to God for the glorious Work now begun, and excite them 
70 earneſt Applications to a Throne of Grace for its further 
Progreſs, my End in publiſping this is fully anſwered. - 
here is one Objection againſt the preſent Work, that I 
have taken no Notice of, which, had it Fat#s to ſupport it, 


would indeed prove all a Deluſion: It is this; I hat the 


Faith of the new Converts is not founded onthe Word, but vi- 

ſibleRepreſentations or imaginary Ideas of an amiable Object, 

which the Devil ſuggeſts to them is Chriſt.— But this 15/0 

far from being true, that, tho I and others have been at a 

good deal of Pains, we _ not find ſo much as one ſmgſe 
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1 The PREFACE. 


Inſtance of this Kind ; and tho ſome few Inſtances had 2 


peared, yet it could he nb Evidence that there is no good 


ſewn, becauſe the Enemy is ſowing Tares alſo. And yet 
tis obſervable, the Enemies of this Work have all along, 
in their Reaſonings againſt it, taken it for granted, that 
zhe proving ſome Perſons in the Places where the Work is 


g carrying on, to be under Deluſions, would prove the whole 
Mor 


zo be diabolical. For theſe T hings which they object 
againſt do not take Place in the Body of theſe ſaid to be 
2vrought on; ſo that, tho it ſhould be granted that theſe 
Perſons are not real Converts of whom the Fats objected 
againſt are true, it would prove no more againſt the Work 
#n general, than the Deluſions of the Anabaptifts and Fifth- 
monarchy-men did againſt the Reformation. J it not na- 
rural to think, that, when the Devil ſees the Kingdom f 
Chriſt eſtabliſhing in a Place, he ſhould be exerting himſelf 
zo bring a Reproach on Religian, by leading Perſons in that 


Place to Errors or Deluſion ? And muſt it not be pleaſing 


zo Satan, 70 find theſe Deluſions made an Argument to tra- 
duce the Work of Gad, and to ſee People confounding them 
together? Withaut therefore being prejudiced by "ſuch 
Things, we are to examine whatever pretends to be a Work. 
of God, by the Scripture-ſigns of it: And, wheretheſs 
are found in any Place, it need be no Stumbling-block, 2% 
Satan ſhould play his Pranks there alſo. ww. 


am of Time made it impoſſible for me ro range my 


LY; houghts on the Points. here treated in the propereſt Order; 


but yet ſome Circumſtances made me think, that the Publi- 
cation of them, ſuch as they are, might be of Uſe. © 
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SEC TION I. | 1 


IT is the Excellency of ritusl B Bledin $ 
above thoſe ron Nature, rn 
SIM the more we enjoy theſe, our Reliſh 
hof them increaſes the more, and 
our Appetite for them grows tronger 
and ſtronger. Let us enjoy never ſo 
much, we will always defire more. 
What Manifeſtations of God's Love, and what Degrees 
of Acceſs 'to God and Fellowſhip with him we have al- 
ready attained, will not ſatisfy us: Our Souls will never 
ſay it is enou gh; bur, forgetting the Things that are be- 
hind, will be ſtil prefling forward ro theſe that are be- 
fore, and breathing after yet greater Advances in the Di- 
vine Life. g 
Hence it is that Saints of the higheſt Stature are leaſt 
content with their own — and deſire with the Wk 
greateſt Earneſtneſs that they be made more like *P 
(God, and enjoy more of the Lig t of -his Countenance 
than hitherto they have done. They beſt know the Va- 
N of theſe Bleſlings, and — they long moſt for 


/ 


further Communications of them. What a Glory is this 
to-Religion, that theſe who are beſt acquainted with it, 
and therefore are beſt capable of forming a Judgment 
concerning it, always love and eſteem it moſt? 

Among theſe reſined Delights that the People of God 
enjoy, it is none of the leaſt to ſes his Power and his Glory 
difplayed in his Sandtuary. What Joy muſt it afford to a 
lively Chriſtian, who has a Heart burning with brotherly 
Love, to ſee others admitted to, the ſame glorious Privi- 


leges, and made Heirs of the fame Grace of Life with 


himſelf? 'To ſee Sinners convinced and converted, and 


Saints more and more comforted and built up in heir 


moſt holy Faith, muſt needs be the Defire of every true 
Chriſtian; and ſurely, when he ſees it, the Sight muſt 
needs be highly delightfu. 5 
Bleſſed be God, that we in theſe Days have ſuch Ground 
for raiſed Expectations in this Reſpect. And yet, alas! 
how lamentable is it, that theſe Things ſeldom impreſs 
our Minds in any Thing of a ſuitable Way! Sure I am, 
had we a firm Belief of theſe great and glorious Promi- 
ſes made to the Church in the latter Days, they would 
| our Mouths with Laughter, and our Tongues with 
net d tranſport our Souls with the greateſt Extaſy 


- * 


ngeng, and tran | 
of — 2 Delight. That this Earth, which has hither- 


to lieu in Wickedneſ5, ſhould be filled with the ſaving 


Knowledge of the Lord; that its Princes and Rulers 
ſhould ro their Crowns at the Redeemer's Feet; and 
that even the Enemies of Religion ſhould be forced to 
feign Subjection; theſe are Things that, did we rightly 
conſider, would create in our — ſuch a Peace as no- 
thing external could deſtroy. Indeed theſe Things are 
ſo marvellous, that we might well be excuſed in misbe- 
lieving them, had not zhe Mouth of the Lord aſſured us 
they ſhould actually be. But, ſince the Accompliſhment 
of theſe Promiſes 1s as certain as it will be glorious, 
ſhould it not afford delightful Meditations to every fin- 
cere Lover of Chriſt? and ſhould not every Appearance 
of a near Completion be examined with Care, and, if 
found genuine, received with 7 hankfulneſs? © 
In Cafes of this Kind, to look on with — 
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| with Gallio, to care for none of theſe Things, or, with 


Gamaliel, to ſay, If the Work be of Man's: will came 


70 mought, but F of God we cannot overthrow it, und 
E 


re will give ourſelves no Trouble in examining how 


the Matter ſtands; to act in any of theſe Ways, muſt pro- 


ceed from a very lukewarm Diſpoſition, or from ſome- 


_ ſtill worſe. It was no Hindrance to Zfther's beſtir- 
ing 


erſelf for the Cauſe of God, but rather a Spur, that 


Mordecai told her, If ſhe altogether held her Peace, De- 
 Hiverance would come in another Way. No more ought we 


to be heedleſs and indifferent anent the Intereſt of Chriſt's 


Kingdom, becauſe we are certain h Gates of Hell will 


never prevail againſt it. I cannot help thinking, that the 
glorious Promiſe made to ſuch as follow Chriſt in the 
Nevereration, Mat. xix. 28. belongs in a\ſpecial Mr 
to ſuch as are honoured to countenance, defend, or carry 
on, ſuch a Work as that which now appears -in different 
Places. | — 


I!, is ſaid of Barnabas, Acts xi. 23, 24. Who, when he 


came and had ſeen the Grace of God, as glad, and 
exhorted them all, that with Purpoſe of Heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good Man, and full 
of the Holy Ghoſt and of Faith. And certain it is, when 
the Graces of the Spirit are in lively Exerciſe in a Soul, 


that Soul cannot but rejoice in obſerving the Kingdom of 


Chriſt advance, and others partaking of the ſame Influ- 
ences of the Spirit which it has experienced. On the 
other Hand, Perſons thus affected will be ſenſibly con- 
cerned when any Thing contrary to the Kingdom of Chriſt 


ſeems to gain Footing, and will therefore employ them- 


ſelves in diſcovering the Deceits of Satan, fifting them to 
the very Bottom, and guarding others againſt their noxi- 
ous Influence. PK k 85 
It ĩs in vain to alledge, that we are not to pry into · Fu- 
turity; and that, till Events actually happen, we can have 
no Certainty about them, and therefore need not enquire 


if a Revival of — ſeems to approach, ſince our En- 


quiries will never haſten it, For, are there not . 4 ziven 
in Scripture whereby to judge of Events? And, if we 


Ailſregard theſe Signs, are we not guilty in ſome Madre 
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down in holy Writ for judging of them. 


i ” 
* 
2 8 


gf contemning the Word of God ? If Daniel underſtood 


by Books the Number of Years whereof the Word of the 
Lord came to Jeremiah the Prophet, as appears from 
Dan. ix. 2. Why may not we learn from Scripture-Pro- 
xcies what are the Signs and Forerunners of the Revival 
of Religion in the latter Days? Does not our Lord blame 
the Phariſees, Mat. 16. 3. for diſcerning the Fate Ar 
Sky, but not diſcerning the Signs of the Times ? And is 
it not equally culpable in Chriſtians, not to diſcern .theſe 
clear and evident Signs, which Scripture. has laid down, 
of the Operations of the Spirit, and of theſe Appearances 
Chriſt is to make for his Church in the latter Days? Let 
us then be like the Men of  f/achar, to whoſe Commen- - 
dation it is recorded, 1 Chron. x11; 32. that they had Un 
derſtanding of the Times, to know what Ifrael ought to de. 
Are not Prophecies to be read now, as well as they were 
under the Old-Teſtament Diſpenſation, when it was ſaid 
to Habakkuk, Hab. 11. 2. Write the Viſion, and make it 
plain upon Tables, that he may rum that readeth it ? And, 
to what Purpoſe are they read, if not to diſcover their 
Meaning, and to learn from them how God is to deal with 
his Church to the End of the World.? What Reaſon can 
there be, that, Rev. i. 3. a Bleſſing is promiſed to him 
that readeth the Book of that Prophecy, becauſe the Time 
is at Hand, if it is impoſſible to diſcern from ſome Events 


there foretold, actually happening, the Approach of others 


{till future? Is it not ſaid, Zyke xxi. 30, 31. That, when 
ae ſee ſuch and ſuch Things happening, we ay know that 
the Kingdom of God is nigh at Hand ? I ſhall juſt mention 
two other Scriptures ; 2 Pez. i. 19. We have alſo a more ſure 
Word of Prophecy, N. B. whereunto ye do tell that ye take 


Deed, as unto a Light that ſhineth in a dark Place, until the 


Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar ariſe in your Hearts. Pſal. 


evil. 43: Whoſots wiſe, and will obſerve theſe Things, N. B. 


even they ſhall underſtand the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord. 
One would think, ſo glorious a Promiſe as this would be 
more than ſufficient to encourage every Chriſtian to an ac- 
curate comparing the Events of Yi Day, and the Signs laid 


i * — 4 
- 


-— 


—— 


US ihe Company of theſ? oe 


4 : 


I hope what I have here na will be a ſufficient Apology 
for my offering my Thoughts to the Publick, as to the 


Judgment we ought to frame of the extraordinary Work | 


now carrying on. 


7 ere 
1 Now to conſider what Judgment of the pre- 
1 ſent Times, Scripture- ſigns ſeem to point out to us. 


And, for that purpoſe, I ſhall firſt examine what Scripture 


has foretold concerning the glorious Days of the Church 


before the End of Time; and thereafter ſhall conſider how 
far, from the preſent Situation of Things, we have Ground 
to expect a ſpeedy Implement of r 
to the latter Ages of the Church, _ | 


Firſt, In order to bring about that proſperous State of 


the Church, God will raiſe up Inſtruments in an extraor- 
dinary. Way, beſtow upon them uncommon. Gifts and 


Graces, ſtir them up, from a Concern to his Glory and the 


Good of Souls, to unwearied Aſſiduity in the Exerciſe. of 
their Office, and crown their Labours with remarkable 


- Succeſs, A Variety of Scriptures aſſert this; P/a. cxxxii. 


16. Iwill alſs clothe her Pricfts with Salvation, and her 


Saints ſpall ſgout aloud for Foy. Iſa. Ixii. 6. I have ſet 


Watchmen upon thy Walls, C Jerafalem, which ſpall never 
hold their Peace, Day nor Night. Iſa. xxx. 20, 21, 26. 
And tho the Lord give you the Bread of Adverſity and the 
Water of Amfliction, yet ſhall not thy Teachers be removed 
into a Corner any more, but thine Eyes ſpall ſee thy Teach- 
ers: And thine Ears foal} hear a Word behind thee, ſay- 
ing, T his is the Way, alk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
Right-hand, and Tohen ye turn. to the Left. Moreover, 
the Light of the Moon. ſhall be as the Light of the Sun, 
and the Light f the Sun ſpall be ſevenfold, as the Light 
of ſeven Days, in the Day that the Lord bindeth up the 
Breach of his People, and healeth the Stroke of their 
Wound. Pa. Ixviu. 11. T he Lord gave the Word, great 

ublifhed it, & c. Jer. iii. 


15. 


* 


1 
Au I ail give you Paſtors after mine odun Fhart, 
a5 ail feed you with Knowledge and Underſt anding. 


And have we nor Reaſon to rejoice, that we ſee a be- 


gun Accompliſhment of theſe Prophecies * How it ſtands 
in America may be learned from the End of Smiths Ser- 
mon on 1 rater of Mr. Whitefield, and Cooper's 
Preface to Edwards Sermon, P. 10. of the Edinburgh 
Edition. And indeed the Seriouſneſs and Fervency that 
appears in the Writings of many in that Part of the World, 


with the Accounts of their Aſſiduity and Succeſs, publi- 
med in the Weekly Hiſtories and elſewhere, more than 


confirm what is here aſſerted. And have gs not 
feen the Reverend Mr. }F hitegell preachii Word, 
inſtant in Seafon and out of — — 1 

and be {pen Gr the Calpe: And, of late, has not God 
endued many of our own Miniſters with uncommon Zeal 


for- promoting the Intereſts of his Kingdom, and given 


them the Tongue of the Learned to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon 
10 weary Souls? And have not even fome, whoſe Gifts 
were reckoned mean and contemptible, of late found an 


ancommon Meature of Divine Aſſiſtance in their publick 


Miniſtrations, and ſcen the Pleaſure of the 2 
ring in their Haus? May we not conclude th . 
theſe are Preludes of a full Completion of that Are 
Prophecy, Zech. xii. 8. Hz that is feeble among them as 
that Day, ſhall be. as David, and the Houfe.of David ſhall 
be as God, as the Auel of che Lord before them? I can- 
not but here obſerve, that Mr. Robe, and others employ- 
ed as Inſtruments in the glorious Work now carrying on, 
notwithſtanding their extraordinary Fatigue and Toit, and 
the advanced Age they are come to, — that they are 
not only ſupplied with extraordinary inward Su ports, "bud 
feel their bodily Strength rather increaſe than diminiſh. 

Secondly, The latter Days ſhall be remarkable for the 


Multitude « of theſe who fhall be convinced of their loft 


and undone State by Nature, and made willing to em- 
brace an offered Saviour. And as the Numbers of Con- 
verts ſhall be great, fo their Growth in Grace ſhall be ve= 


10 confiderable . 3 languithung Chriſtians hall be * ö 
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Dr. John Nicols . Neꝛv- Tork, Mr. Parſons, 
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baeſs and PerteQion. Many Scriptures foretel this. J. 
xliv. 3,  5- Zur 1 aud pour Water upon lum that 15 thir- 


Y, and Floods npou the dry Ground: 4 my Spi. 


nit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thy Offipring : And 


they faall ſpring up as amang Graſs, at Willows by. the 


Water-courſes. One ſpall ſay, I am the Lord's: Aud ano- 
ther fall call himſelf by the Name of Jacob, aud ſir- 
name hine{elf by the Name of Iſrael. Ita. xxxv. 5, 6, 7, 
& 8. Zech. xiv. 20, 24. In that Day ſhall there be upon 


the Bells of the Horſes, Halineſs to the Lord ; and the Pots 


in the Lord's Houſe ſpall be lile the Bowls before the Altar. 
Tea, every Pot in Jeruſalem and in Judah ſhall be Holingſi 
10 the Lord of Heſts: Aud all they that ſacrijice,. (hall 
come and tale of them, aud ſeerh therein: Aud in that 
Day there ſhall le mo more the Canaanite in the Houſe of 
the Lord of Hoſts. Hol. xiv. 5. I will be as the Dew unto 
Iſrael: He Hall grow as the Lily, and caſt forth hes 
Roots as Lebauon. See alſo the th and 8th Verſes. Ja. 
iv. a, 3. In that Day Hall the Branch of the Lord be 
Beautiful and glorious, and the Fruit of the Earth ſbali 
be excellent 2. for them that are eſcaped of Ifrael. 
And it ſhall rome io paſs that he that is left in Zion, 
and he that remaineth in Jeruſalem, Mall be called holy, 
even every one that is written among the living in Jeru- 
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It muſt be owned, we have not yet ſeen the full Ac- 
compliſhment of theſe Prophecies ; but it is Matter of 


T hankfulne/s, that ſomething may be obſerved of a Ten- 


dency that Way. How delightful is the Account publi- 
ſhed by Mr. Eduards of the Work begun in Norrhanp- 
tun 1734, an Abſtract of which may be ſeen in the 21ſt 
and 22d Numbers of the Gla/gow JWeekly-Hiſtory ? Nor 
is the Work in theſe Places at a Stand, but of late rather 


on the growing Hand. Not to tranſcribe what has been 


already publiſhed on this Head, I ſhall refer my Readers 
to Cooper's Preface to Edwards* Sermon, and to the Let- 
ters from Secretary Willard, Dr. Colman, Maſters Tennents, 


| Mr, 


and Saints in general attain to uncommon of- Ho-- 
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Asaales, &c. Aud all thy Child 


EE A | 
Mr. Muirhead, and Mr. Abercrombie, in the 1ſt, 12th, 


21ſt, 31ſt, and 34th Numbers of the Glaſgow JWeekly- 


Hiſtory. Theſe abundantly ſhew what glorious Days of 
the Son of Man they have enjoyed in the American World. 


And, even here, has there not much of the Preſence of 


God for ſome Time paſt appeared in his Temple, ſo as that 
Sinners have been converted to Chriſt, and the People 
of God recovered from their drowſy lukewarm Frame, 
and made to fit under the Redeemer's Shadow with great 
Delight, and find his Fruit pleaſant to their Taſte? What 
Advances in Religion do ſome of our young Converts 
make, ſo as even to outſtrip Chriſtians of a longer ſtand- 


ing? What Zeal for God, what Delight in his Ordinan- 
ces, what Love to the Redeemer, what Concern for the 
Intereſts of his Kingdom, what holy Jealouſy over their 


own Hearts, what Humility, what Meekneſs, what Love 
to all even Enemies, and what Contempt of a preſent 
World, and Willingneſs to ſacrifice what is deareſt to them 
for Chriſt, do ſome of them diſcover? In the mean Time, 
they are far from placing their Hopes of Salvation on the 
Performance of Duties, or the Goodneſs of a Frame; but 
In that Covenant which is ⁊cell- ordered in all Things and 


ſure. Theſe Things are fully atteſted in the Cambuſlang 
and Kilyth Narratives. Nor are theſe Fruits of the Spi- 


Tit confined to the Jef? of Scotland ; but many wrought 
upon in Edinburgh, and other Places, ſhare of them. See 


Page 21. & ſeq. of Chriſt's riding in his Chariot of 
Salvation, and Letters by Mr. Whztefield, Mr. D——1, 
lo 


Mr. Williſon, Mr. M*Cullo:h, Mr. Vebſter and others, in 


the 4th, 9th, roth, 11th, 15th and 25th Numbers of 
the Gla/gn in Weekly- Hiſtory. ; 


T hirdiy, It is certain, that, in the flouriſhing Days 


which the Church. ſhall enjoy before the End of the 
World, among other Things Knowledge ſhall be much. 


increafeci. The following Scriptures are clear and diſtinct 
as to this Point; Ig. xi. 9. The Earth ſhall be full 


p of the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the 


Sea, Ia. liv. 12, 13. And _ nente thy Windows of 
n. fall be taught of the 
| — 
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firſt to quit their old Way of ſpeaki 
jects? How far Mr. Fiſher deſerves to 


he Morning. when the Sm ariſes, even a Morning without: 


Clouds. Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. I will put my Law in their 
inward Parts, and write it in their Hearts, and will be 
their God, and they ſpall be my People. And they ſpall 
teach no more every Man his Neighbour, and every Man 
his Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord; for they ſpall all 
know me, from the leaſt to the gręateſt. 
And here it is objected, © That this has been ſo far 
from being an Effect of the Work now carrying on, that 
«© ſome, who have been Subjects of it, — 


« Whereas, if the preſent: Work was from the Spirit of 
* God, and a Prelude of the glorious Days which the 
New - teſtament Church has yet to enjoy, it would uſher 
in the uncommon Spread of the Knowledge of the 
* Things of Gad. 15) he bf fog nid 

In anſwer to this, I would obſerve, 1/f, That there 


are unconteſted Inſtances, both at Edinburgh and the Jeſt, 
of Perſons 5 who, notwithſtanding their 


former Ignorance of and Unconcernedneſs about Religion, 


ve in a ſhort Time attained to a very uncommon Know- 
. the Principles of it, which they have occaſio- 
nally 


diſcovered in Prayer and private Converſation with 
Perſons every way capable of framing a right Judgment 
whe Caſk © Moot 515 b aries dad 
- .2dly, We are not always competent Judges, what 
Degrees of Divine Knowledge others poſſeſs. Some who 
Have got a real Acquaintance with Divine Truths, may 


yet expreſs themſelves very inaccurately about them, partly 


thro want of natural Eloquence, partly thro? an acquired 
Rudeneſs of Expreſſion, and 4 
Time enough to learn what Words were moſt proper for 
conveying their Ideas. And is it not then raſh Judg- 
ing, to pronounce Perſons unconverted, becauſe perhaps 
they cannot communicate their Knowledge with the De- 
ſtinctneſs of a learned Profeſſor, or may find it hard at 
a 


thro' not having had 


blamed on this 


Account, 


ceply ig- 
norant of the moſt momentuous Truths of Chriſtianity: 


nent theſe Sub- 
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. 
Account, ſor the Sentence pronounced on one of the 
Cambu/lang Converts on account of fappoied Ignorance, 
n at large in an 3 to this 

amphlet. 
3d, We are not Judges what Degree of Know Knowledge 
be abſolutely neceſſary. That Faith in Cheiſt i is ne- 
* to Salvation, is certain 3 and that to believe in an 
unknown Saviour is impoſlible, will be readily owned, 
But yet I am much miſtaken, if it can be proven, that 
every individual Believer has a diſtindt Notion of all that 
Scripture contains relating to the Perſon and Offices of 
Chriſt, the Work of Redemption, and Manner of its Ap- 
plication,” Jam at toaſt 3 to believe, that at the ann 
Converſion of ignorant Perſons this is not the Caſe; and 


indeed how it mould b be ſo, without 6 luſpuaton | 


I cannot ſee. 
athly, Tho' it is promiſed, that Knowledge all 


have a 1 and remarkable Spread in the latter Days 3 
yet in the Dawning of theſe Days the full Accompliſhe 
ment of theſe Things is not to be expected. Perhaps this 
may in Part be the MM Meaning of Zech. xiv. 6. At Huening- 
— boy ſpall be Light. — this as well as in other Re- 
2 Path of the Fuſt will be as the 3 b, 
| ©; bineth more and more unto the 1 A wht 
my Opinion, we may already diſcern ſeve concurring 
Events, which give us Ground ere long to expect a great 
Advance in Divine Knowledge. I might inſiſt on this Pro. 
refs that has of late been made in the Study of ſeveral 
2 es ſubſervient to Divinity, and the clear Views of 
certain Truths of Religion, ah the Oppoſition of E- 
nemies has occaſioned. But it is ſtill more remarkable, 
with what uncommon Zeal and Aſſiduity ſome lnſtruments 
go on in ſpreading the Truths of Religion; and what a 


Thirſt after Knowledge, and Delight in attending Ordi- | 


nances, ſeem in many Places to prevail. 
Furthiy, The Church in the latter Days ſhall enjoy 
more Peace and Unity than in former a, and the 


Hearts of Chriſtians ſha]l be knit in Love one to another, 
Ja, xi. 13. The Bm also of Ephraim all depart, 2 
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Ward Sermon, writes thus; Never did I fee ſo much 


mw Parent Spirit of For 


- Abe of * 25 22 10 . 
7 e Aries 
eroy Judah, and Tata f ſpall not a 
25 5 . the Lord ſhall be Ring # over —— Earth. 
NH. . ſmall there be one Lord, and his Name a 
in. 9. For then wi [ rurn to the Ft. ng 
age, that they may all call upon the. Name | 
Low to ſerve hin with one Conſent. - Ha. xix. 23, 24, a 
1 * fall there be a Eg u our of Egypt 4 
It is to oh lamented that this is ſo far from the Caſe, 
that the Work now carrying on has been a * 
4 ainft, and met with no ſmall tion even 
o we have Reaſon to think are the Lord's Children: 
But then it is to be obſerved, there was never a Work of 
Reformation carried on, that ſeemed to promiſe fo much 
in this Particular as the preſent. This much is evident, 
that all the real Subjects of it diſcover the ſincereſt Love 


to all others who bear the Image of Chriſt, notwithſtand- 


ing Difference in Opinion in leſſer Matters. In Neu- i- 


＋ Presbyter ians, r = ents, Wc. 
Rave joined Hand in Hand for —— eligion, and 
ne Jars ſeem to be quite ſwal — ng Mr. Par/ons 


Mm a Letter to Dr. Colman, publiſhed at . End of EA. 


Love, fo much Pleaſure and Delight, and ſuch an ap- 
iveneſs, where there had been any 


„ unhappy Broils. They could ſcarcely wait till the Sa- 


« crament was over, without flying into one another's 


« Arms. Old Grudges, it ſeemed to me, ſneaked out of 
* Doors full of Shame and Ignominy, I have no more 


* doubt but that the great Maſter of the Feaſt was preſent 


in the Influences of his Grace and Spirit, and manifeſted 
* himſelf in his Love and Beauty, than if I had ſeen him 
* with the Eyes of my Body.” It appeats alſo from the 
Kilſyth Narrative, P. 68. & ſeq. That among them 
former Feuds and Animoſities are in a reat — laid 
afide and forgot; fo that this has been aceable 
Summer among Neighbours that ever has been — 


their Bounds ; That Malice, Envy, Hatred, Strife, Con- 


tention | 


ſome 
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tention and Revenge are ſo much decreaſed, that they have 
had few or no Intiances thereof this Summer; But, on ö 
the contrary, Love, Peace, forgiving of Injuries, and a' ⁵ © 
charitable Chriſtian Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, now 
prevail among ſeveral of thoſe who have been moſt fre - 
uently overcome by thoſe - unruly Paſſions. In fine, as 
& Baillie of K:/yrh atteſts, ſo much of the Spirit of 
Mildneſs and Friendſhip prevails among the People in that 
Place, that there have been no Pleas before their Court for 
theſe ſeveral Months paſt ; whereas formerly a great many 
were brought before it every Week. In like Manner, in 
the Cambuſlang Narrative, P. ). among other good Effects 
of the Work there, particular Notice 1s taken of the for- 
giving of Injuries, - and giving all defirable Evidences of 
vent Love to one another, to all Men, aud even to 


thoſe who ſpeak Evil of them. And, P. 12. of that 
Narrative, Mr. Williſon obſerves, that they expreſs great 
Love to the People of God, and to his Image, in whom- 
ſoever it was, without Reſpect to Perſons or Parties; and 
alſo Love to their Enemies: And, when they heard of 
ſome who called the Work of Cambu/aiig a Deluſion of 
the Devil, they ſhewed no Reſentment againſt them, but 
wiſhed their Eyes might be opened, and that they conld 
bring all their Enemies and-all the World to the dear Re- 
deemer. Mr. Hamilton Miniſter in Barony atteſts the pe 
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lame as to theſe of his Pariſh, P. 19. PD 
= 1 have been the longer On this Head, as groundleſs In- pr 
ſinuations have been ſpread to the contrary. I ſhall only ca 
add, That theſe Things give us Ground ere long to expect m 
a a fuller Union among Chriſtians ; and that as there is one in 
Shepherd, ſo there ſhall be one Sheepfold., Poſſibly ere long bo 
the Eyes of Oppoſers may be opened, and ſome of them in 
employed as Inſtruments in the Work they have fo much ni. 
reviled. It is remarkable, Zzek. xxxvii. that the revi- arc 


ving the dry Bones was ſoon followed by the joining the ot! 
Sticks of Fadab and Ephraim. And who knows, but th 
the preſent remarkable Revival of Religion may ſoon be ” 
followed by as remarkable an Union among Chriſtians ? Pl. 


God has ſent a plentiful Rain, whereby he has DON 
| 'Y his 


7- 
bis *veary Inheritance. May we not r hope „ that ere Jon * 
the whole Congregation Mall dawell. — ? Vide 2, 
Ixvili. 9, 10. 

Fifibly, The Extenſiveneſs of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and the Speed with which Subjects ſhall ſubmit to him 
in the latter Ages, is alſo clearly foretold. See P/ah 
xxli. 27. XxIvil. throughout 3 K. — s Ixvi. 4. 
Ixviii. throughout 5 Ixxii.  abroughay x hexxvii. Hung h- 
out; xcviii. throughout ; cx. & cxi. . Hough 3 Exl\ ar 


I5. e "1X. * 15. 2. , wn, part 


— ; IX. 1 1 ys. 7. & ſeq. gw 10 | 
8, 9,16. All which Paſſages deſerve a ſerious Peruſal, 
and give us encoura aging Hopes of ſeeing tang and great- 
er Adyancements 0 

the mean Time be thankful for their _ ; Accompliſh- 
ment. I care not for inlarging on r begun 4 

my Reader to Edwards Narrative, Cooper's Preface to 
Edwards Sermon, and the — Narrative: Where he 
will fing, that in America e Down pouring of the Spi- 
rit is more or lets in the ſeyeral Proyinces that meaſure 
many Hundred Miles on the Continent; has entred and 
ſpread in ſome of the moſt populous Towns, the chief 
Seats of Concourſe and Bu ſineſs, and viſited their princi- 
pal Seats of Learning; and in ſome Places, particularly 
Boſton, Thouſands in one Winter were under —— Im- 
preſſions. Its Spread alſo in the Weſt of Stotland is very 
conſiderable, and we hope is every Day growing more and 

more ſo. In Killyrh 300. in Gargumark 100. in Kirk- 
intulloch 120. in Calder above a Hundred, in Campſie a- 


bout as many, in Haldernce“ which wants a Miniſter 90. 


in Kilmarnock above 50. heſides great Numbers at &. M. 
mans, Muthil, Maderty and other Places, ꝙhoſe Numbers 
are not yet known. - The Work i in Herig!'s Hoſpital and 
other Places of Edinburgh is allo conſiderable, and ſome- 
thing of . ſame Kind ſeems to he beginning at Tory. 
ou There rr in fevetal of thele 
laces, of the er rage” hats an Tae brought — 
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der ſeeming Concern in the Time of one Sermon, and at 
Cambuſiang fill more. It is to be hoped that this Work 
will not only go through our Land in the Length. of it 
and the Breadth of it; but {pread from Kingdom to King- 
dom, till all rh 1 pe of the Earth ſhall become the 
Kingdoms of God and of his Chriſt, | 8 


eee eee eee 
| SECTION III. 


IT is now Time to view certain Circumſtances in this 
Work, which have been improven as Arguments a- 
giinſt it, taken either from the Situation of Things Wl 7 
when it began, the Perſons who have been Subjects of it, N c. 
the Manner in which they have been wrought upon, the ( 
Inſtruments employed in carrying on the Work, or the out- t! 
ward Effects it has produced; And to ſhew that-theſe / 
Circumſtances are ſo far from being inconſiſtent with a 
Work of the Spirit of God, that there is Reaſon from 1: 
Scripture to expect ſuch Things in the latter Days. And, pr. 
Firſt, We are told, It would be inconſiſtent with I 
« God's Honour thus to manifeſt himſelf to a Church and fo 
« People that have provoked him ſo: That the Church of P. 
% Hotland, after attaining uncommon Degrees of Purity, ar 
* had fallen from them: That their Government and Diſ- af 
< cipline is quite relaxed, and even Errors in Doctrine and | V\ 
« Scandals in Practice creeping in among ſome of her C 
« Clergy : That, in fine, every Thing ſeemed to be going V 
% to Diſorder; Zeal for the Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt I of. 
< quite gone, and a lukewarm indifferent Spirit every- | w! 
% where prevailing. That, in ſuch a Situation, there is || O 
c all the Reaſon in the World to expect Judgments of a I. 
very dreadful Nature, inſtead of ſuch a merciful Diſ- is 
« penſation as an Outpouring of the Spirit: And that I fp 
< therefore, what ſome reckon ſo, is a Delufton ſuffered by gu 
God to prevail, in Puniſhment of former Sins. They 2 
* add, That 'tis leaſt of all to be imagined, that a Church, & 
< and Miniſters in it, who have gone ſuch Lengths in fe 
Corruption, ſhould be made inſtrumental in fo glorious 
« 4 Work,” | Theſe 
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- Theſe are Reaſonings which might have been full as 
well applied, in former Times, to ſhew that the Children 
of 1/7ae] ſhould not be brought to the Land of Canaan, 
ſince they ſo. ill deſerved ſo high a Privilege; or that they 
ſhould not have been reſtored from the Zabylomp Capti- 
vity, But as in theſe Caſes, ſo in the preſent, there is no 
Reipect to Merit: T hus ſaith the Lord God, I do not this 
for your Sales, O Houſe of Iſrael, but for mins holy Names 
Sake, which ye have profaned among the Heathen, wwhi- 
ther ye, went, Ezek. xxxv1, 22. It is indeed aſtoniſhing, 
after ſo clear a Text, that Men ſhould talk of Nations be- 
ing fit or unfit for Mercies. It ſhows too much, that ſome, 
who would fain be thought Orthodox, are in ſo far Ar. 
minian, that they think the Diſpenſations of Grace are 
connected with certain Qualities which diſpoſe Perſons or 
Churches for, and render them worthy of, them; As if 
that were falſe, Ja. Ixv. 1. I am found of them that 
ſought me not. | - 

But it is further to be noticed, that the Revival of Re- 
ligion in the latter Days is to begin in ſuch a Time as the 
preſent. The goth Chapter of eremiah throughout 
ſhould be conſidered for this Purpoſe: Where we find it 
foretold, that God ſhould work out the Deliverance of his 
People, at a Time when their Hearts were much ſunk, 
and almoſt deſpairing of Relief; when no Man ſought 
after Zion, when her Lovers forgot her, and: when ther 


Wound appeared incurable. In the 18th Verſe of that 


Chapter, it is ſaid, 7 he City ſhall be built upon her own 


Heap, and the Palace ſhall remain after the Manner there 
of. A plain Intimation, that, when the Deliverance is 
wrought, the Church may be ſo far devoid of external 
Order, as to be liker a Heap of Stones than a regular 
'Temple: But that this very Heap, to which the Church 
1s reduced, ſhall be made the Foundation of a glorious 
{piritual Building. Hal. cii. 13. ſpeaks the ſame Lan- 
guage, T hou ſhalt ariſe, and have Mercy on Zion: For the 
me to favour her, yea, the ſet Time is come. For thy. 
Servants take Pleaſure in her Stones, and favour the Duſt 
thereof, Bleſſed be God, 2 ruinous the . 
© 2 | 0 
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of the Church may ſeem, we have now this Sign, that 
the Time to favour her is come; that God's Servants 
take an uncommon Pleaſure in viewing Stones, £9c, pre- 
pared for a ſpiritual Building, 1. e. in ſeeing Graces and 
Gifts beſtowed upon Perſons, fitting them to be Members 
of a glorious Church. The Vifion of the dry Bones, 
£26k. xxxvii. is alſo a Proof, that when the State of the 
Church is in Appearance moſt hopeleſs, then the Work 
of God ſhall be revived : And, Pal. cxix. 1 26. it is ſaid, 
That then is the Tine for God to work, when Men have 
amade void his Law. And ſure theſe I am now reaſoning 
againſt will own this to be the Caſe of the preſent Time, 
Many are the Scripture-promiſes, that the Church at the 


loweſt Ebb may confidently plead. A few ſhall be men- 
tioned, to raiſe the Minds of thoſe who are bowed down, 


and lead them to look for ſome good Thing at the Hand 


of God, /a. xxxv. 1, 2; ). The Wilderneſs and the ſoli- 


tary Place fall be glad for them: And the Deſert ſhall 
rejoice, and bloſſom 4s the Roſe. It ſpall bloſſem abun- 
dantly, and rejoice even with Foy and Singing ; the Glory 
of Lebanon ſpall be given unto it, the Excellency of Car- 
mel and Sharon: They ſpall ſee the G:ory of the Lord, 
and the Excellency of our God. And the parched Ground 
ſuall become a Pool, and the thirſty Land Springs of Ma- 


ter: In the Habitation of Dragons, where each lay, ſhall 
be Graſs with Reeds and Ruſhes. ia. xli. 17, 18, 19, 20. 


Ifa. li. 3. lv. 8, 9, 10. & 13. are full to the fame Purpoſe, 
Tho' then we have been as 4 Wilderneſs, as waſte Places, 
and a Land not watered, we have Ground to expect a 
happy Change, when now we have in ſome Meaſure felt 


the ſweet Influences of the Divine Spirit, and /een rhe 


Power and Glory of God in the Sanctuary. May we not 
conclude then, that our 1/-2ct is not forſaken, nor Facob 


of his God, thourh our Land was filled with Sin againſt 


the holy One of Iſrae! ? Jer. li. 5. 


' $condly, Ine Oppoſition this Work has met with, eſpe- 


cially from ſome of the Lord's People, and its not having 
F1dence enough to gain their Approbation, is by ſome 


tarncd to a poſitive Argument againſt it. But was it nor 


thus, 
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. Many of 
thus, when Chriſt firſt appeared in the Fleſh ? y, of 
whom better Things m1 —— been expected, conſidered 
him as an Impoſtor : And even his 620n received him not, 
Fobn 1. 11. Hence out Lord lays, hm ix. 39. For Fudg- 
ment am T come into this World: T hat they which fee not, 
might ſte; and they <vhich-/ee, might be made blind. 
And there is Reaſon to expect, that, whenever there is a 
Revival of Religion, this ſhall be the Caſe ; fo that ma 

who prayed for it before it came; when it is come, wi 

deny it. Amos v. 18, 20, 21. Wo unto you that defire the 
Day of the Lord: To what Did is it for you? The 
Day of the Lord is Darkneſs, and not Light. . Shall noi 
the Day of the Lord be Darkneſs, and not Light? event 


dark, and no Brightneſs in it? T hate, I deſpiſe our 


very | 
Feaſt-days, and I will not ſmell in your ſolemn Afſemblies. 
Zech. xiv, 6, ). And it ſpall come to paſs in that Day, 


that the Light foall not be clear, nor dark. But it ſhabs* 
be one Day deihich ſpall be known to the Lord, not Day, 


nor Night, Pfal. xcvii. 2. Clouds and Darkneſs are round 
about him, Micah iii. 6. T herefore Night ſhall be unto 


you that you fall not have a Viſion, and it foall be dark 


unto you thut you ſhall not divine, and the Sun ſpall go 
down over. the Prophets, and the Day ſhall be dark over 


them. Iſa. xxiv. 23. The gran / be confounded, and 


the Sun aſnamed, hen the Lord of Hoſts ſpall reign in 
—— Zion and in Feruſalem, and before his Anti ents glo- 
f . 3 | | - | 
What I have here ſaid is enough to ſhew, that Oppo- 
ſition and Contradiction in Caſes of this Kind is always 
to be expected. And in the preſent Caſe, I am ture, the 
Conduct of Enemies has done them no Honour. When 
the Work firſt began in Cambuſſung, a malicious Account 
of it, in a Letter from a Gentleman in the Wet-Country 
to his Friend at Elinburgh, was publiſhed : This for 


tome Time prejudiced People at a Diſtance, till Perfons of 


Credit, who had gone there, declared it was a Bundle of 
Lies. For ſome Time after, little private Stories wete. 
whiſpered about to the Prejudice of the Work, which man 
of the &ceders and others too much encouraged. 8 

W ob Eg ciouineſs 


„ AE m —⸗ 


a ns 1 . , 0 2 4 2 * 8 , 4 * 
"ON eva,” n — Arr —— 5 ” 
R 4 » 5 _ — — 


22 


Iiciouſneſs of them was ſuch, that one might conclude the 


Devil had been their Author, were it not for their Sillineſs 
and Improbability. And, as ſoon as one Story was found 
falſe, a new one was hatched in its Room. In the Month 
of June, Mr. Ralph Erskine preaches a Sermon at Htir- 
ling, from Luke xxii. 31, 32. and ſoon after publiſhed it, 
ke the Title of, 7 he Power and Policy of Satan baffled 
by Feſus Chriſt. A Number of good practical Obſervations, 
contained there, render it in ſome Meaſure dangerous, as 


Readers of Piety may thro? Inattention be ready to think 


it is all of a Piece, his Reflections are couched in ſo ſub- 


tile a Way. There is ſcarce any Thing ſaid openly againſt 


the Work at Cambuſlang in the whole Sermon; but yet in 


every other Page there is a new Iunuendo. Thus, P. 12. 
it is obſerved, that, by the Force of Sympathy, the Weep- 


ing of one will ſet a Hundred a-eeping. P. 23. O keep 
out of the Devils Reach, and keep out of his Ground. The 
Meaning of which is, no doubt, Don't go to Cambu/lang, 


_ unleſs you want to be poſſeſſed, ' An Advice not very 
conſiſtent with the 4 e's Exhortation of trying the Spt- 


rits; nor with what Mr. Zrs&#ne ſays in this very Sermon 
when off his Guard, P. 56. Fear not the Devil, otherwiſe 
you ſpew yourſelf weak in Faith, you diſhonour Chriſt, you 


worſhip the Devil. P. 44. Violent Motions are ordinarily 


from an evil Spirit. Tis good they are not always ſo. 
P. 46. The Practice of Publick Devotion to the Prejudice 
of our private Callings, and Perſons following Duty un- 
ſeaſonably and unmeaſurably, are mentioned as Signs of 


Delufion. Tis well known how much this has been the 


Caſe with the Sceders : But it is fo far from being ſo with 
theſe at Cambuſiang, that the Perſons converted make Con- 


ſcience of all relative Duties, ſo as to make better Maſters, 
Servants, Sc. as before; and ſome of them, whoſe Work 


did not go ſo well on when under legal Convictions, have 


fince that Time been at double Diligence to make up the 


Loſs to their Maſters : A remarkable Inſtance of which 
Mr. M. Laurin at Glaſgow told very publickly. P. 52. 
Tis infinuated, that the Converts feel a ſudden Joy, with- 


out having received Chriſt in the Word, Whereas on the 


contrary 


TS 3 
contrary, none of them receive Relief but by the Appli- 
cation of the Blood of Sprinkling to their Souls. P. 76. 
Ile hear of many Converſions now-a-days ; and wou to 
God they were all true, and not deluſive. But here is one 
Mark of that Converſion that is but a Deluſion, If they 
gre ſo ſure about their Converſion, as to think they will ne- 
der need another. I am ſure, none of the Cambu/lang Con- 
verts think ſo ; but are all ſenſible of the Need they ſtand 
in of freſh Supplies of Grace and Strength. P. 80. 7 has 
muſt be a wrong Converſion, that hath no Tendency towards 
the publick Good, but a Te endency to oppoſe a pubhick Re- 
formation. This is not the Caſe with thoſe in the Welt ; 
on the contrary, they evidence the ſtrongeſt Deſires for 


the Advancement of Chriſt's Kingdom. 


Soon after an Act of the A/ſoctate Presbytery anent a 
Faſt is publiſhed, which was ſoon followed by — | 
from Mr. Gib againſt the Miniſtrations of Mr. Jhzref21d, 


where his Doctrine and Succeſs is in direct Terms alerted | 
to be diabolical. Theſe Pieces contain their Anſwer in 


their own Boſoms: And indeed *tis impoſſible jor any Man 
of Senſe, who reads them through, not to think the better 
of Cambuſlang for them. Then an Account is publiſhed 
of the State of Religion in Næꝛo- England, repreſenting it 


all as Enthnfiaſm and Deluſion. As it was ſaid to be 
writ by a Gentleman there, it made ſome Impreſſion on 


People for a while: But ere long plain Marks — 
of its being a Forgery, from its mentioning Things be 


they happened; as may be ſeen from the Remarks upo 
it. An Account of the French Prophets is alſo publiſfzel 


with the ſame View. For ought I know, all the Facts 
narrated about them may be true; but how will this prove 
the preſent Work a Deluſion, which (as Mr. Robe obſerves 
in the Preface to his Narrative, P. 13.) is quite of a 
different Nature? What but the Height of Malice can 
make the Authors inſinuate (Introduction, P. 5.) that fal- 


ling down, ſcreaming out, ſwooning away, Sc. 18 aſcribed 


by theſe at Cambuſlang to the Agency of the Spirit; when 


all who have wrote in Defence of the Work there, con- 


der thoſe Things as flowing in a natural Way from the 


Depth 


_— $6 [3 . 
Depth of their Concern, and as no Marks either that 8 3 

Work is or is not of the Spirit of God? What follows | 
in that Page, about Viſions, bodily Sights of Chriſt, a 
Fits of Laughing, C. is no doubt deſigned to prejudiſe N 
People againſt the Work at Camdbislang: Bat as E its ti 


Enemies have not thought fit to give particular Inſtances 
in theſe Kinds, and I hope they ſhall never be able to Pe 
give true r 4 e ar agate | 


The Emilſary infrufted, and the Letter to the Made. I 4 
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1 rator of the Presbytery of Dunfermline, do as little Ho- in 

1 nour to their Caute, as Mr. Gs Performance did before 
1 them. The laſt of theſe Pieces takes two Things for gran- bu 
ted, neither of which have the leaſt Foundation in Scri- © 
pture; viz. That no Man can tell his Experiences without "mw 


Spiritual Pride; and that no Perſon who has any Remain- 
ders of Pride about him, or falls into any Miſtakes in TI 
judging of the Orthodoxy of other Mens Writings, can Py 


employed as an Inſtrument in carrying on the Work of 
God. And, thete Propofitions being denied, that Piece 70 
eee ln [7 ned fee fg) fer 
Two Sermons: preached at Paſtan have alſo been re- wit 


printed, with a View to.expoſe the Work carrying on in * 
Nene England, and to prejudiſe People againſt that in the thi 
Meſt of Scotland. The Enemies 82 the Work at Cam. Cab 
buffang have much miſtaken themſelves in re-publiſhing | { 
Mr. Chauncey's Sermon on the New Creature. What he 4 ; 
fays in the End of it might no doubt be neceflary to cau- il L 
tian old Chriſtians againft calling the:Goodneſs of their g 
State in queſtion, becauſe they did not feel the ſame ter- . 
riſying Convictions with theſe lately. awakened: But how |. , © 


will that prove, that he reckons the new Converts falſe 4 1 
ones? Terrible Fh ings are indeed alledged againſt their 1 ; 


1 new Converts in Cal dar alis Sermon on the Trial of the Spi- . 
rits; but probably with as little Truth, as Stories of the ||| ©: 4 
{ame K ind have been handed about of theſe at Cambulang. . t. 
Only, as to what he ſays of the uncharitable cenforious I - 4 
; Diſpoſition of thoſe wrought upon; 1 refer it to the un- 
prejudiſed, if more of the Spirit of true Chriſtian Love Del 
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may be gu 


© Abal's Time, are thought b 
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Work, than in his W Mr. Caldwell ſeems ſuch 
a Stranger to the Doctrines of Juſtification by Faith, the 
New Birth, Cc. that it is eaſy to ſee, that his Oppoſi- 
tion to the Work of God takes its Riſe from h is ſtro 
Attachment to the Tenets of the Arminians on theſe 
Points. The Spe of the Re-publiſher of that Sermon 


from the horrid Accuſations he levels 
againſt Mr. Webſter, P. 1. without the leaſt Foundation 
in the Paſſages of that excellent Letter he refers to. 

Such have been the Adverſaries of the Work at Cam. 
bu/iang, and theſe their Arts of Controverſy! *T'is hard 
to ſay, whether more of Malice or Weakneſs has appeared 
in the Courſe of this Oppoſition. I hope that in many 
'tis a Sin of Ignorance, and that ere long they will ſee 
Things in another Light. The &reders deſerve peculiar 
Pity. Their firſt Seceſſion was no doubt a wrong Step; 
but thoſe who made it, I am perſwaded, did o from 
Zeal for the Intereſts of the Church : But, alas! by ſuf- 
fering a Defire of Popularity, and Party- ſpirit, to mix 
with that Zeal, they have been led Lengths, which once 
they would have looked upon with Horror. I cannot but 
think a Remark made by one of their Number too appli- 
cable to them. It is in Mr. Ralph Erskine's Power aud 
Policy of Satan, P. 45. The 400 falſe Prophets, in 
the Learned to have 
„ been true Prophets at firſt, and ſuch as were of the 
*« Company and College of the other Prophets; but a- 
* buſing that Gift to the pleaſing of Men, to the ſeeking 
« of themſelves and ſiding with the Times, they were 
| to ſuch a falſe Way: And 
* they were hardned like Pharaoh, hardned of God in 
their deceitful Way; as you ſee in Zedeksah's Impu- 
* dence, 1 Kings xxii. 24. when he ſtruck Micajah- on 
« the Cheek, ſaying, Which Way went the Spirit of the 
Lord ram me to ſpeak untothee?” But, to return to 
the Objections that have been made againſt this Work. 
- Thirdly, In order to diſcredit the whole of it as either 
Deluſion or Impoſture, and invalidate the Teſtimonies 
adduced in its Behalf, it is 9 That ſome 5 

| | 4. er- 
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« Perſons ſaid to be wrought upon are quite incapable of 


rational Impreſſions, either thro* a natural Defect of 
* Underſtanding, or thro* their not having yet arrived 
at ſuch Years as render them capable of framing a 
© right Judgment about religious Matters. But this Ob- 


jection is very frivolous, ſince it muſt certainly be ealy for 
that God, who teacheth Man Knowledge, to beſtow Divine 
Wiſdom on Subjects ſeemingly the moit incapable of it; as 


| Idiots or Infants. God has in Fact done ſo; *P/al. viii. 2. 


Out of the Mouths of Babes and Suckiings haſt thou or- 
dained Strength. Pal. xix. 2. The Teſtimony of the Lord 
is ſure, making wife the Simple. Luke x. 21. In that 
Hour Feſus rejoiced in Spirit, and ſaid, J thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid 
theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt reveal- 
ed them unto Babes. Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed 

00d in thy Sight. 1 Cor. i. 25, 26, 27. And there is 

round from 'Scripture to expect many Inſtances of theſe 


Things in the latter Days; Ja. xxxv. 8. And an High- 
vay ſhall be there, &. it ſhall be for theſe; the May- 


Jaring Men, tho Fools, ſhall not err therein. Ia. xliv.'3. 
1 will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing u- 
pon thine Offspring, &c. Iſa. liv. 13. And all thy Chil- 
dren ſpall be taught of the Lord. Ia. Ixv. 20. There 
ſpall be no more thence an Infant of Days, nor an od Man that 
hath not filed his Days: For the Child ſhall die an Hundred 
Hears old, but the Sinner being an Hundred Tears old fhall 
be accurſed. Ila. xxviii. 9. Whom ſball he teach Know- 
lege? or whom ſhall he make to underſtand Doctrine? 
Them that are weaned from the Milk, and drawn from 
the Breaſts. Ila. xxix. 18, 24. And in that Day ſhall the 
Deaf hear the Words of this Book, and the Eyes of the 


Blind ſhall ſee out of Obſcurity, and out of Darkneſs. 


T hey alſo that erred in Spirit ſball come to Underſtanding, 
and they that murmured fhall karn Do irine, IIa. xxx11. 
4. T he Heart alſo of the Raſh ſhall underſtand Know- 


ledge. | | 
Faurthh, It is objected, That the Preaching - 8 
* . 
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e Word is the Means appointed by God for the Conver- 


„ fion of Sinners; whereas the pretent Work has been in 


« a great Meaſure caried on, in ſome Places, by private 
« Perſons taking upon them to exhort and inſtruct others.“ 


I ſhall readily grant that ſome may have been guilty of 


Imprudencies in this Reſpect: But yet that, in the gene- 


ralf private Chriſtians, who have Gifts ſuited for theſe- 


Purpoſes, are warranted, nay, commanded in Scripture, 
to inſtruct, exhort and rebuke one another, ſeems to me 
pretty plain. > ey 13. But exhort one another daily 
while it is c 0-day, beſt any of you be hardned thro 


the :Deceitfulneſs of Sin. Heb. x. 25. Not forſaking the © 
Afſembling of yourſelves together, as the Manner of ſome 


#5; but exhorting one another: And ſo much the more, as 
ge ſee the Da PS: Im pertwaded this Scripture 
refers to Fellow 1 

ought to exhort one another ; as there - 
in Scripture for private Chriſtians exhorring in publick 
worſhiping Aſſemblies. 1 Per. iv. 10. As every Man hath 


received the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, 


as Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. Rom. x11. 
6, 7. Having then Gifts, &c. 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. Wherefore 
comfort one another with theſe Words. 1 Theſſ. v. 11. 
Wherefore comfort yourſelves together, and edify one ano- 
ther, even as alſo ye do. Ver. 14. Now we exhort you, 


Brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feeble= 
minded, ſupport the weak, &c. Deut. vi. 6, 7. And 
theſe Words which I command thee this Day, ſpall be in 


thine Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
Children, and fhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine 
Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the Way, and when thou 
lieſt down, and thou riſeſt up. Heb. v. 12. For when for 
the Time you ought to be Teachers, &c. Col. iii. 16. Let the 
Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all Wiſdom, teach- 


ing and admoniſping one another, &c. Indeed I cannot 


think it poſſible, that if Perſons were equally concerned 
for the Salvation of others, as their own temporal Wel- 


fare, they could refrain from this, Their Caſe would be 
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eems no Warrant 
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like that of 1 Fer. xx, 9. or of Elihu, Job 


xxxii. 18, 19, 20. *Tis thro' the Coldneſs of our Af- 


ſection to Chriſt, or a ſervile Fear of the World, that 
there are ſo few Inſtances of this kind. But, 2when the 
Lord God hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy? Amos iii. 
8. Thus Apollos, being fervent in the Spirit, tanght di- 


legently the Things of the Lord, Acts xviii. 25, And 


the Samts that were icattered abroad, after Stephen's Death 

went everywhere preaching the Word, Ads viii. 4. And 
the Hand of the Lord was with them, and a great Num- 
ber believed and turned unto the Lord, Acts xi. 21. I 


mall only add, that there are clear Promiſes, that in the 


latter Days the Zeal of peg Chriſtians in exhorting and 
inſtructing others will be bleſt with remarkable Succeſs ; 
2 28. Tour Sons an your Daughters ſhall propheſy. 

, X11. 4. Many ſhall run to and fro, and Knowledge 
fall be increaſed. Ila. ii. 3. And many People ſhall go 


and ſay, Come ye and let us go up unto the Mountain of 


the Lord. Iſa. xxx. 26. Moreover, the Light of the 


Moon ſhall be as the Light of the Sun, &c. Tech. vi. 


21, 22, 23. And the Inhabitants of one City fhall go to 


another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the 


Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts : 1 will go alſo. Tea, 
many People and ſtrong Nations ſhall come to ſeek the Lord 
of Hoſts in Feru/alem, and to pray before the Lord. Thus 
fatth the ford of Hefts, In thoſe Days it ſball come 
zo paſs, thit Ten Men foall take hold out of all Languages 


of the Nations, even ſhall take hold of the Skirt of him 
that is « J, ae, ſaying, We will go wirh you; for we have 


heard rh, God is with you. | | 
Ff. bl, The Crying, Faintings, Tremblings, and other 
ſuch like bodily Agitations, with which the Work at 
Cambi, lung has been attended in ſome of its Subjects, have 
been made a chief Handle to traduce it. But what is 
more ordinary than to ſee Concern about worldly Things, 


when ſudden or violent, produce the ſame Effects? And 


is there auy Abſurdity in ſuppoſing that the inward Concern 
about Religion may be ſo deep, that in ſome it muſt needs 
have a Vent by Cries, Grones or Tremblings, and in others 
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quite overpower Nature ? Thoſe who from ſuch Effes 


judge the Work at Cambuſiang diabolical, would do well 


to conſider, that Scripture affords us Inftances of thoſe. 


Things, where the Influence was certainly Divine: P/al. 
— 11. deſerve to be 
read with Care; and, as the judicious Mollerus oblerves, 
are not to be confidered as rhetorical Expreſſions of Diſtreis, 


but as real Deſcriptions of what the Pſalmiſt felt in his 


Body, ariſing from Trouble of Mind. ©/ab. Ixxxviii. 1j. 

Whik I ſuffer thy Terrors, I am diſtracted. Plal. cxix, 

120. My Fleft trembleth for Fear of thee, and I am afraid 
nts 


of thy Jud . Jer. xxiii. 9. My Heart within me 
7 he e of 


is broken the Prophets, all my Bones ſhake, I 


am like a drunken Man, and like a Man whom Wine hatÞ 


overcome; becauſe of the Lord, and becauſe of the Words 
of his Holine/. Hab. iii. 16. When I heard, my Belly 
trembled : My Lips quivered at the Voice : Rottenneſs en- 
tred into my Bones, and Itrembled in myſelf, that I might 
reſt in the Day of Trouble.—— But further, Expreſſions 
arc uſed in Scripture to denote the Fear of God, and other 
Branches of Religion, the Application whereof in that 
Way can only proceed from this Suppoſition, That inward 

ern, in ſome Conſtitutions, will naturally produce 


ſuch outward Effects as are now objected to. Thus, P/al. 
11. 11. Rejoice with Trembling. Jer. v. 22. Fear ye not 


me, ſaith the Lord? will ye not tremble at my Preſence ? 
Joel ii. 12. T herefore alſo now ſaith the Lord, Turn ye 
even unto me with all your Heart, and with Faſting, and 


a contrite Spirit, and trembleth at my Word. Mat. v. 4. 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſnail be comforted, 
Now, why is Mourning, Trembling, Sc. uſed to denote 
the Fear of God, Sorrow for Sin, &. if it is in no Caſe 
whatever an Effect of it ? — Let me add, that there 
ſeems Ground from Scripture to expect the Things objected 


againſt, along with the Down-pouring of the Spirit, and 
the Appearance of Chriſt for the Revival of Religion 2 


dvoith Meeping, and with Mourning. Iſa. Ixvi. 2. r 
to this Man will ] lock, even to him that is poor, and of 


* 2 
& — —— my 2 + 
* * * a. - > — 2 
— are a » — rr EA - Y 
— — 5 4 - — 1 
. 5 IO [> hs n 
— * 


37> — —— — _ 
2 "IE 


_— 
: 1 + dg» N 
b 
e 7 5 * 
—— * W — 2 * 2 > - 


r 


eee ee 
* —_— * — a 
PPP — — 
8 — 2 = yer en * 
—— 9 


380 


the latter Days. Zech. xii. 10. & eg. Aud they hlt 


mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only Son; and 
ſhall be in Bitterneſs for him, as one is in Bitterneſs for 


his Firſt- born. In that Day ſhall there be à great Mourn- - 


ing in Jeruſalem, as the Mourning of Hadadrimmon in 
the Valley of Megiddon. Joel ili. 16. The Lord alſo 


all roar out of Lion, and utter his Voice from Jerulalem, 


and the Heavens and the Earth fhall ſpake, &c. Jer. xxx1. 
9. They ſhall come with Weeping, and with Supplications 
vill lead them, &c. Ezek. vu. 16, 17, 18. But they 


that eſcape of them ſhall eſcape, and ſhall be on the Moun- 55 


tains like Doves of the Valleys, all of them mourning 
every one for his Iniquity. All Hands ſhall be feeble, and 
all Knees ſhall be aucal as Water. T hey ſpall alſo gird 
themſelves with Sackcloth, and Horror fhall cover them, 
and Shame ſhall be upon all Faces, and Baldneſs upon all 
their Heads. Jer. xxx. 5, 6, ) For thus ſaith the Lord, 
We have heard a Voice of Trembling, of Fear and not. 
of Peace. As, ye new and ſee whether a Man doth travail 


_ ith Child? Wherefore do T ſee every Man with his Hands 


on his Loins as a Woman in Travail, and all Faces are 


turned into Paleneſs ? Alas] for that Day is great, ſo that 


une is like it: It is even the Time of Jacob's Trouble, but 
he ſhall be ſaved out of it. | | TOS 
here are two Scriptures that ſo clearly mention bodily 


Diſtrels, 88 that at Cambuſlang, as an Attendant 


in ſome Caſes on Convictions, that I caunot omit them. 
Job. xxxiii. Elihu ſpeaking of opening the Ears of Men, 
and ſealing their Inſtruction, mentions this amongſt other 
Things, wer. 19. /eq. He is chaſtned alſo with Pain upon 
his Bed, and the Multitude of his Bones with ſtrong Pain: 


Sys that his Life abhorreth Bread, and his Soul dainty 


Meat. His Fleſh is conſumed away that it cannot be ſeen, 
and his Bones that were not ſeen, ſtick out. Tea, his Soul 
draweth near unto the Grave, and his Life to the Deſtroyer. 
Tf there be a Meſſenger with him, &c. v. 29. Lo, all 
theſe Things worketh God oftentimes with Man, to of 
back his Soul from the Pit, to be enlighitned with the Light 


of the Living. Pal, cvii. 17. G ſeq. Fools, becauſe of 


ther 


ning Sinners, but only of com 


thorow Conviction, and 
Evil of Sin, as committed againſt ſo mercifu] a God and 
10 kind a Saviour? And will they not alſo tend to inflame 
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their Tranſereſſion, and becauſe of their Tniquities, are 


afflied. Their Soul abhorreth all Manner of Meat, and 
they draw near wito the Gates of Death. Then they cry 
unto the Lord in their Trouble, he [aveth them out of their 
Diſtreſſes. He ſent his Word, and healed them, and de- 
liverel them from their Deſtructions. | 


Sixthiy, An Objection has been made againſt ſome of 


the Converſions at Cambiuſſang, and other Places, That 
the Law was not the firſt Mean of awakning theſe Per- 


&« ſons, which in Caſes of real Converfion it always is, 


« ſince he Law only is the Schookmaſter to bring us to 
« Chriſt: And this has been carried fo far, that it has 
been alledged, The Goſpel is no proper Means of awak- 

orting the Awakned.” 
As to that Text, Gal. iii. 24. Theſe who argue thus from 
it, ſeem to miſapply it; its moſt obvious Meaning being, 
that the legal Diſpenſation was defigned to prepare the Way 
for the Goſpel. Is there not ſuch a Thing as being drawn 
with the Cords of J ove and with the Bands of a Man? 


And is it any Way inconceiveable, that deep Views of 


the Greatneſs, the Holineſs, and eſpecially the Goodneſs 
of God, and of what Jeſus has done and ſuffered, ſhould 


be inftrumenta] in working a real Change on the Minds 


of Men? Will not ſuch N when darted in 
with Power upon a Soul by the Divine Spirit, give one a 
1 Impreſſions of the 


the Soul with ardent Deſires after theſe Bleſſings, the Va- 


lue of which it then begins to feel? Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, 
in a Sermon, intituled, 4 Lamp ordained for God's A. 


nointed, P. 24. ſays, T he Perfume of the Name of God's 


Anointed has ſuch a drawing and gathering Vertue with 
it, that, whenever Sinners get the Smell of it about their 


Hearts, they fly as a Cloud, and as Doves to their Win- 
dows, It may not be improper to obſerve two Things; 


Firſt, When the Spirit is come, the ſpecial Sin for which 


he is to reprove the World is Unbelief; and ſure nothing 
can tend more to lead Men to view their own Sin and _ 
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and our Ears hear ſich glorious Things as theſe ! = 


In Bek the offered Salvation, than diſtinct Apprehen- 
ſions of the Excellency and Suitableneſs of Chriſt as a 
Saviour, and the Mercy and Goodneſs of God thro 
him: And thus it is that the Convictions of thoſe in gh 
Weſt, againſt whom this Objection is levelled, begin. 
Secondly, That a Diſcovery of the Mercy of God througf 
Chriſt, and Views of the Glories of our Redeemer, on 
be a main Spring of Conviction in the latter Days, is fore- 
told in Scripture ; Hoſea iii. 5. The Children of 1/7 ael ſhall 
fear the Lord and his Goodneſs in the Iatter Days. Tech. 
xii. 10. They ſpall look on nis whom they have pierced, 
and they fhail mourn for him, &c. 1 
Swventhly, A great Handle has been made to reflect on 


the Work of God, from one Inſtance at Kilhith, and ano- 
ther either at Logie or &. Ninians, of a Perſon firſt a- 
wakned by a Dream. But that the Spirit of God ſome- 
times carries home Convictions in this Way, appears 
from Fob xxxiii. 14. & ſeq. For God ſpeaketh once, yea 
teeice, yet Man perceiveth it not. In a Dream, in a Vi- 
fion of the Night when deep ſleep falleth upon Men, in 
Slumbrings upon the Bed: Then he openeth the Ears of 
Men, and ſealeth their Inſtru tion, &c. And perhaps it 
may be intimated, that ſome Inſtances of this Kind ſhall 
happen in the latter Days, in Foe! ii. 25. Tour old Men 
fall dream Dreams, your qnung Men ſhall Jee Viſions : 
And alſo upon the Servants and upom the Handmaids in 
thoſe Days will I pour out my Spirit, I hope, after what 
I have faid in the Preface, none will imagine from this, 
that I am for a Religion founded on viſible Repreſenta- 
tions or imaginary Ideas. *Tis obſervable, that the Paſ- 
ſage in 70> mentions Convictions being raiſed, but does 
not ſpeak a Word of Relief being afforded in a Dream. 
And tho' I would not limit the holy One of 7/-ael in 


this Reſpect, yet I think Jealouſy and Suſpicion in ſuch 


a Caſe far from unwarrantable. 5 

Thus I have briefly declared my Thoughts as to the 
Work of God now carrying on, and the Probability of 
its Spread and Increaſe. Bleſſed be God that our Eyes lee 


More t 
more 


arneſt 


( 33 ) 


Lord hath” indeed done marvellous Things. His Hght 
| Hand and his holy Arm have gotten him the Victory. T he 
Lord hath made known his Salvation: His Righicouſneſs 


hath he openly ſhewed in the Sight of the Heathen. Ere 


long may we have it to ſay, He hath remembred his Mer- 


cy and Truth toward the Houſe of Iſrael : And all the Ends 


of rhe Earth have ſeen the Salvation of our God. In the 
mean Time, from a joyful Expectation of theſe Things, 
77 the Lord, and our Spirit rejoice in 
the Rock of our Salvation. Let us aſcribe to God the © 
Praiſe due to his Name. May he, who hath built the 


Let our Souls magnify 


7 _ of the Lord, bear all the Glory. And let us give 
G 


10 Reſt Day nor Night, till he make Feruſalem a 


Name and a Praiſe in the Earth. 


eke tt 


POSTSCRIPT: 


INCE I wrote the above,  Bernards Sermon on 


Zeal for good Works came to my Hands, reprinted 

at Glaſgow with the ſame Deſign as CaldwelP's, 
Were that Sermon to be examined with the ſame critical 
Turn as ſome of Mr. V /ntefield's have, a Charge of He- 
rely might be raiſed againſt its Author: And yet I am apt 
to believe he meant nothing unſound. There is a great 
deal in that Sermon againſt the imprudent Zeal of Mini- 
ers and new Converts : But it is remarkable, that he 
ſuppoſes it poſſible, P. 33. that, in ſome Inſtances, he may 


have been impoſed upon by uncertain Rumours ; whereas, 2 
F. 32. he bleſſes God for the many Inſtances of true Zeal ELM 
Fund among them, which he obſerves have poſſibly been | 


more than uſual, both in the Miniſters of the Lord bein 
more fervent and abundant in their Labours, ang 


© Farneſt Enquiries of many, What they foal 
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